
Otterburn Parish Council
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 2 May, 2023 Between 7.30pm and 7.45pm 
At Otterburn Memorial Hall 

MINUTES

Present
Cllrs George Peto, Andrew Shone, Joanne Nichols, Ruth Appleby, Steve Bloomer

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, John Hartshorne, Denise Corkin, Steve Crawley
Apologies for absence - There were no apologies.

1. Election of Officers

George Peto was proposed as Chair by Joanne Nichols and seconded by Ruth Appleby.
Ruth Appleby was proposed as Vice Chair by George Peto and seconded by Joanne Nichols.

2. Summary of the year’s activity
Report on the activity from May 2022 – April 2023 – This report outlines the significant matters of 
business covered by the Parish Council during the past year.

The Parish Council made arrangements for floral tributes to be laid after the passing of Queen 
Elizabeth II and organised a book of remembrance at St John’s Church and rang bells at the 
church for the Queen as well as when the announcement of the King Charles III was made.

The redevelopment of Millennium Green has progressed during the past 12 months. Firstly new 
recycled plastic seating was funded by Ray Windfunds and purchased to replace old seats. A 
Korean fir was planted that whilst a slow grower is a long term investment that will remove the 
need to have a cut tree supplied each Christmas. Additionally further wildlife friendly saplings have
been planted and wild-flower seed sown in an area scarified that will hopefully begin to provide a 
small wild-flower meadow in years to come. Most recently bird boxes funded by Revitalising 
Redesdale have been placed around the green. The Parish Council has also been successful in 
its application for funding from Ray Windfund to install a power supply to the green that will also 
hopefully provide an EV charging point.  Additionally the Chair organised a competition for the 
school to design a bug hotel.

On behalf of the Memorial Hall the Clerk successfully applied for a Northern Powergrid grant to 
purchase and install a generator, gas stoves, torches as well as heaters for use for local residents 
during power outages such as storm Arwen.

Ray Windfunds provided a grant for a new solar light that was installed in a dark area of footpath 
between Snaiths Depot and Redewater View cottages

The Parish Council are actively working with NCC for the introduction of road safety measures to 
be introduced along the main road though Otterburn including bollards to prevent pavement 
parking in key locations and safety features opposite the B6320 junction. It is believed the work 
should start within the next few months.

Speed Indicator Device data has been assessed each month for the devices and shared regularly 
with Guy Opperman MP, Cllr John Riddle, NCC and Northumbria Police highlighting the excessive
speed almost 1 in 2 vehicles are travelling through the village, with 85ile% speed of approximately
42mph being captured, and continually seeking assistance to reduce speeding vehicles.
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Donations have been made to Great North Air Ambulance, Northumberland AGE UK, Tynedale 
Hospice at Home and St Johns Church.

The Parish Council are also working with the Memorial Hall committee and North East Transport 
for the possible installation of an EV charging point at the back of the hall. 

Thanks are expressed to Thomas Tuyaerts and Caroline Hey for the work to tidy the Percy Cross 
area. Meantime the Chair removed fallen trees from the area following storm Arwen.

The Chair worked with the Otterburn School for a time capsule to be planted in the Millennium 
Green.

A new noticeboard has been installed in the bus shelter that is much easier to pin notices to.

John Hartshorne has done excellent work to treat the public seating within the village as well as 
other jobs in the parish including maintenance work in the Play Area and the solar light there.
 
Cllrs Nichols and Cook assisted with the successful events at the Queen’s Jubilee and Christmas 
Eve service at St John’s Church. Meantime the Chair provided bunting around the church at the 
Queen’s Jubilee.

The Chair arranged with Northern Powergrid for the power poles in the village to be painted.

The Parish Council played a prominent part in the introduction of a replacement service of the 885
bus to Hexham after the previous operator suddenly pulled out of the contract.

The Councillors agreed to submit Local Transport Programme requests to introduce safety 
measures on the bridge on the B6320 near Otterburn Mill as well as safety measures on the road 
between the Willow Green junction and the entrance to Otterburn Hall Estate.

The Parish Clerk has continued to represent the Parish Council and community at the Ray 
Windfarm Community Interest Company (CIC) as well as on the HLF Revitalising Redesdale 
Steering Group.  

A litter pick event was run in autumn and thanks go to the volunteers who helped make the village 
tidier by collecting many bags of rubbish.

The old ride on mower has been traded in with the Parish Council half the value donated to St 
John’s Church and a new push mower bought by the church with funds also provided by Ray 
Windfunds.

The Chair arranged a second Otterburn in Bloom that was successfully held with an increase in 
contestants from the first year. Thanks are expressed to Robson & Cowan, First & Last brewery, 
Otterburn Mill, Border Reiver shop and The Coach House for providing prizes.

Two ‘Unknown Tommy’ statues have been purchased from the Royal Legion by the Parish Council
and will be placed at either end of the village shortly.

The Chair attended the meetings run by Guy Opperman MP in the aftermath of Storm Arwen, 
representing the Otterburn community.

2023-24 AGM Mins 2023



The Chair has also managed the Parish Council Facebook page that has a large following and 
provides vital community information.

Two children from Otterburn School represented the school and together with the Chair attended 
the Remembrance Service and laid a wreath provided by the Parish Council. 

The Parish Council are working with NCC for work to replace broken signage across the village as
well as cut back of growth to restore the original width of sections of the path that runs from 
Snaiths Depot to the School and it hoped this work will be completed by mid summer.

The Chair cut the grass down the side of the paths towards the school as well as around the 
‘Otterburn’ road signs at each end of the village and around the benches and flower boxes that he 
also maintained.  

The Parish Council are in continued communications with Cllr John Riddle for the roll-out of 
improvements at the public toilets in Otterburn.

The Parish Councillors assessed five planning applications during the past 12 months.

After careful consideration the Councillors decided to maintain the precept at the same level of 
£6,582 for 2023-24 financial year.

Cllrs Mark Goddard and Gemma Cook have recently resigned from the Parish Council and the 
Chair and fellow Councillors thank them for their hard work during their time on the Parish 
Council.

Thanks go to my fellow Councillors who all given up free time to volunteer and assist in work to 
improve the quality of life within the Parish of Otterburn and neighbouring communities. 

3. Finance update
The Clerk advised the opening balance on 1 April 2022 had been £11,258.24 closing balance at 
31 March, 2023 £13,177.65. Receipts for the year had totalled £10,772. This included grants from 
Revitalising Redesdale totalling £1,931 for Millennium Green (a tree, new seating, plinth and bird 
boxes).  Additionally £2,159.75 VAT reclaim from HMRC. The Precept had been maintained at 
£6,582.

The major items of expenditure during the 2022-23 financial year included £1,059 + VAT for grass 
cutting, £1,414 for development work to date in the Millennium Green, £580 for Parish insurance 
and Clerk’s salary, £3,311.

The Parish Council assets had increased in value to £49422 recognising the purchase of the new 
seating but also the loss of the ride on mower.

4. Review and agree Standing Orders, Risk Register, Code of Conduct & Safe Guarding 
policy – The documents were reviewed and adopted.

5. Reports from County Councillor and questions
Cllr Riddle had been unable to attend the meeting.

5. Matters for further discussion
There were no other matters raised.
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